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michael cameron@moh.govt.nz

Health (Drinking Water) Amendment

Dear Michael
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A survey of Rural Women New Zealand members showed a preference for
self compliance using guidelines with support from the Ministry of Health.
This was noted in a submission dated April 2004 and a subsequent
submission in September 2006. This is still the position of the organisation as
a practicable way forward for farming communities and marae to ‘protect the
health and safety of people and communities.

RWNZ has noted in the amendment that
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6.0 Clarification of temporary supplies
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7.0 Recording of incidents of water contamination
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8.0 Definition of “*very small drinking-water supply’’—new clause 69G
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Case study 2

In Pauatahanui there is a landholder who supplies water to 5 different households
including their own. The source of water comes from 2 different sources and storage is
provided in the form of 3 tanks. One source of water is not fenced from stock. The water
is not tested registered or part of any scheme. Capital payment for the works was done by
the previous developer who split one farm into several holdings. There is no easement,
contract for water services and the landholder does not bill for the use of storage tanks
or water. The landholder is not in the business of supplying water and does not seek to
be. What is the legal liability of the landholder if the water is deemed unsafe, becomes
unsafe contravenes the adverse aesthetic standards, runs out and/or landholder does not
monitor the water supply?




9.0 All practicable steps—new clause 69H
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