By Ellen Ramsay
The Safe Use of ATVs

Rural Women New Zealand has long been involved with encouraging safe farm practices and will again be actively promoting the “Guidelines for the Safe Use of All Terrain Vehicles.” (ATVs)  

In 2003, an Agriculture Industry Focus Group, including RWNZ and representatives of all industry groups plus ACC, MAF and OSH developed and launched these Guidelines.  

They have been endorsed by the industry and apply to all farm situations – work and non-work.  These Guidelines are meaningful as there is no single statute under which a rule or regulation can be drafted to cover all on-farm situations.  

RWNZ National President, Sherrill Dackers, says “The recent tragic example of a caring parent, who will suffer for the rest of his life for a moment of neglect, highlights the reality farming parents have to contend with.  

“We accept that, in a farming situation, it is frequently necessary for parents to have their children out on the farm with them.  

“Children are often an integral part of a farming business but we would never condone children under 12 years driving an ATV.”  

Sherrill believes education is the best way to increase awareness of the dangers associated with the use of ATVs not only for ourselves and our staff but especially for our children.”  

It is estimated there are more than 70,000 ATVs in use on New Zealand farms.  Most of these vehicles weigh around 350-400 kgs and require strength, skill and experience to operate them safely.  Research into the causes of accidents on ATVs indicates a number of factors can contribute to serious injury or even death.  

Ground surfaces are often a significant contributing factor.  Erosion, a bump in a paddock, a stone, a sheep track, a slippery surface or  even a hole made by bulls are some ways a driver can suddenly be caught unaware.

An ATV driver is sitting above the centre of gravity and must ride in ways to compensate.  This situation is exacerbated when tool boxes and big trays are added raising the centre of gravity even higher.  High speed by itself doesn’t seem to be a common problem – it’s more likely to be speed combined with other factors.  

The Guidelines state youths aged under15 should not drive a farm ATV.  However youths aged between 12 and 15 years of age may drive a farm ATV if their guardian or employer establishes that the youth is capable and competent to drive the particular ATV.  Extra precautions must be taken and limits imposed.  

Copies of the Guidelines – a concise six page publication – can be viewed at www.osh.dol.govt.nz/order/catalogue/pdf/atvguide2.pdf 
March 2006
